CLARENCE JULY 2011 RIDE REPORT
The usual start to the weekend with lots of people getting to the track on Friday afternoon  Riders were all eager and excited about the nicely groomed sandy loam track which had been prepared for us by Bob Rolandson(our Steward).

[image: image1.jpg]



Some early morning drizzle on Saturday was a bit of a pain but at the same time provided a well moistened track which was nice and grippy in most parts, but a little slippery in the  back section. Most riders got to cut a lot of laps and there were some good riding to view and some close rec racing moments. By mid morning the weather was nicer and the track was full of riders for most of the afternoon. It was also nice to see a large number of pre 78 riders out on the track enjoying the conditions.

Overnight there were a number of brave souls who camped out, but with big fires and lots of liquid to warm the bones there were no complaints heard other than the noisy 4 wheel drivers out late at night, shining up the dark with their powerful spot lights. 

On Sunday everyone helped to get the meeting off to an early start. First race starting at 9.15 am after a couple of laps practice for the Evo and pre 85 guys. With 4 laps duration and riding the full track there were smiles all round and some great spectator action. Andrew 82 was on fire and had Wheeler 84 hot on his heels trying to close up the gap. Jody 515 was very close behind and making every jump and berm count towards catapulting forward to try and home in on the 2 front runners. As usual the juniors rode the track like it was a flat track with the throttle pinned at all times and using the berms and jumps for extra thrills. The juniors on the vintage bikes are really riding well and keeping pace with juniors on the modern bikes. Keep up the good work vintage juniors you make us older riders very proud at what you can get out of those older bikes. There were some nice wins in the juniors by Cameron 252 and hotly pursued by Liam 14.
The early morning drizzle made conditions a little slippery at times but once mid morning came conditions improved and there was some spectacular racing in all classes. Greg 32 was on fire on his pre 75 MX 250 and won convincingly with Sean 43, Kel 57 and Mick 325 all there for the minors. Justin 58 in the pre 78 was popping monos and clearing jumps like he was on a pre 85 bike and looked to really enjoy what Clarence had to offer. Craig 54 and Dan 30 had some good sporting fun in their races and new to the season Adam 165 was having fun on his Suzuki. Some of the regular front runners did not handle the moist conditions as well and it was great to see other riders really showing their good cornering skills and mastery of the track conditions. Well done Dean 763, Jarrad 8 and Carl 494 with nice wins in the Evo Events and Reece 79 in the pre 78 125 class. 
With 4 laps and the full track racing all riders had to be ready for their races. Some riders were who were not ready missed their races despite being informed at riders briefing of the procedures for the day. Unfortunately we can’t wait all day for you. No you are not allowed to Red flag a race because you missed it. The steward declared a no race/no points in Pre 78 250 after members took it upon themselves to red flag a race without Steward permission. This unfairly affected those riders who did everything correctly. Lets hope all members realize that there is more involved than just themselves.
Thanks to all members who helped flag for the meeting and shame on you members who dodged marshalling yet again and forced others to do more than is necessary because of the few who do not do the right thing. Remember if you do not want to marshall then you must bring someone to marshall for you. Thanks to Bob and Daryl for being the officials and a special thank you to Bob for the great track preparation. Thanks to the committee for doing a great job in putting the meeting together and running the meeting over the weekend.

 There were three races that had very small fields so these were combined with other races as there were no rider clashes so did not disadvantage any riders with lost points. This enabled the racing program to have a combined number of 32 races all day as opposed to 44 races. Everyone got 8 laps of racing per class on the full track and still finish at a respectable time of 4 pm. 

